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Small spaces, big results
Living-room remodel done the professional way
BY KELLY MERRITT ‘The challenges included a period of many years can take

Florida Weekly Correspondent

‘When Naples design newcomer
Laverne Gehman received an assign-
ment to revamp his client’s uninspir-
ing, non-functional living room, he was
tasked with finding a different arrange-
ment to repurpose the space.

He says while the project didn’t come
with a blank check, the love was evident
in details such as wrought iron and
colored-glass lamps, drapery hardware
to reflect the furniture and carpet, and
carved detail on chairs and lighting.

“Even if your style is less tradition-
al or more monochromatic, there are
always ways to find detailed accents to
create a look that is as unique as you
are,” Mr. Gehman says. “This was the
last room to be given attention in a long
series of rooms, and having brought
early apartment furniture along when
they moved in, the intention was to
redecorate this space someday.”

Mr. Gehman says that “someday” was
continually put off due to children going

off to college until finally the client was
Tha manms

ready to decorate the snace
reaqy to Gecorate tne space. The room

functioned as a morning coffee and
reading room for the husband and wife.

“We carried black accents through-
out the project and complemented the
finished project with small splashes of
accent colors and glam lighting, keeping
the window treatments light with the
use of colorful fabric panels to add to
the softness of the room,” he says.

baby grand piano he had to
leave in the space, which lim-
ited the options, plus the own-
ers wanted to keep the color
scheme that was already part of
the house, and have the space
still function as a reading room.

“When it comes to planning
these types of spaces, these
challenges are what make the
project fun, and several things
made this room unique, includ-
ing a different layout, unique
flooring option and bright
accent colors,” Mr. Gehman
says. “We did not try to force a
sofa into the room just because
that is what they originally had
there, because such a large
piece of furniture was unneces-
sary and would have crowded
the space”

Instead, Mr. Gehman used
two comfy chairs with delicate,
carved arms and added a round
ottoman to be shared by both
chairs. Typical plain carpet
waa vamlacad hy A
was replaced by a
woven carpet with a black back-
ground with a tea-stained look
and color to complement furniture and
drapery panels.

“The overall effect of this flooring
tied the adjoining room colors into this
room, as well as giving the room a
much larger dimensional perspective,”
he says.
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Mr. Gehman's tips for revamping a
home, or even a single room, include
getting a professional opinion, not feel-
ing like you have to be trendy and using
caution when going the DIY route.

“Clearly, someone who deals with
similar problems and questions over a
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a look and almost immediately
see the home or the room to
be renovated in a completely
different way, so in the long
run, someone with these skills
will save you time and costly
| mistakes,” he says. “Also, I have
seen people do things in their
own home just because it was
the trendy thing to do — like
something a friend had done —
so don't give into peer pressure
when designing a home.”

Mr. Gehman also encourages
| homeowners not to be afraid to
follow their own intuitions.

He says with the help of an
experienced designer, a renova-
tion project can take a home-
owner outside the comfort zone.
But as informed as consumers
think they are, there are pro-
fessionals in every field for a
reasomn.

“It is unfortunate that so
many people think they are sav-
ing buckets of money doing a

renovation themsalves. because
renovation tnemseives, secause

it usually shows,” Mr. Gehman

says. “Consider what you do
as a profession, and then think about
whether everyone can do it. You will
have more satisfaction seeing a finished
project done correctly” B

— Laverne S. Gehman, Allied ASID
717-395-7095;. DesignerLaverne.com
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